Broads Authority

Standards Committee

Draft minutes of the meeting held on 3 June 2009
Present:

Mr M Cook (in the Chair)


Mr D Ayre

Mr C Gould

Mr N Hancox

Ms R Varma
In Attendance:
Mr R G Holman – Director of Corporate Services

Mr K R Hounsome – Solicitor and Monitoring Officer

Mr J W Organ – Head of Administration and Executive Assistant 

3/1
Apologies for Absence


Apologies for absence were received from Mr D R Jones and Mr S Revell.
3/2
Matters of Urgent Business
There were no matters of urgent business. 

3/3 
Declaration of Interest


There were no declarations of interest for this meeting.
3/4
Minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held on 3 December 2008

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 February 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
3/5
Matters Arising from the Minutes

(1)
Minute 2/5 (1): Payment of Travelling and Subsistence Allowances to Co-opted Members
It was noted that the revised Scheme of Members Allowances for 2009/10 was adopted by the Authority on 27 March 2009 and took effect from 1 April 2009.  The revised scheme allowed the possibility of paying travel and subsistence to independent members.  

3/6
Public Question Time

There were no questions raised by members of the public.

3/7
Water Skiing and Wakeboarding Appeals Panel
The Committee considered a report by the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer concerning the appointment of members to the Water Skiing and Wakeboarding Appeals Panel to be established under the Broads Authority Bill.  The Committee needed to consider how it would appoint the two further persons (not being members or officers of the Authority) to the Appeals Panel.

Members considered that there should be a public advertisement for the positions and, whilst no particular interests should be represented, experience in a judicial appeals process (eg schools admission appeals panel) would be advantageous.  It was suggested that the initial terms of appointment should be for three years and that travelling expenses should be paid for.  The arrangements to interview applicants, and nominate one member appointed from amongst the independent members of the Standards Committee on the Appeals Panel, would be determined at a later meeting.  It was
RESOLVED

(i) that the positions for two further members of the Water Skiing and Wakeboarding Appeals Panel be publicly advertised, particularly requesting applications from people with experience in a judicial appeals process;  
(ii) that the initial term of appointments would be for three years and that members would be able to claim for travelling expenses in the conduct of their duties.  
3/8
Annual Report of the Standards Committee

The Committee considered a report by the Head of Administration and Executive Assistant concerning the draft annual report of the Standards Committee to the Broads Authority.  Since the Authority’s Annual Meeting was not until September, it would be necessary to incorporate any salient subsequent activities undertaken by the Standards Committee prior to the Annual Meeting.  It was 

RESOLVED

(i) 
that the draft Annual Report of the Standards Committee to the Broads Authority should incorporate the following amendments:

(a)
Paragraph 2.2. Include a second sentence “Mr Oram also met with the Chairman of the Authority and Chief Executive to discuss Standards Board issues”;   
(b)
Paragraph 8.1.  Include a final sentence “The protocol document was subsequently approved by the Authority on 8 May 2009”;
(ii)
that the draft Annual Report of the Standards Committee to the Broads Authority should be further updated by officers (in conjunction with the Chairman) to reflect subsequent activities undertaken by the Standards Committee prior to the Authority’s Annual Meeting and circulated to members electronically for their agreement. 

3/9
Access to Members Interests Register

The Chairman had noted that the Annual Return to the Standards Board included a question on whether the members’ Register of Interests was accessible to the public on the Authority’s website.  Members considered that it was appropriate to have openness and transparency, however, it was noted that there could be a possibility of a breach of Data Protection legislation if these details were put onto the website.  

It was


RESOLVED


that the members’ Register of Interests would be kept in its current form but that the website should state that the register was open to public inspection at the Authority’s office.

3/10
Annual Return


The Committee considered a report by the Head of Administration and Executive Assistant concerning the Annual Return to the Standards Board.


The Committee noted the report.


3/11
Date of Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday 7 October 2009 at 2.00pm in Dragonfly House, 2 Gilders Way, Norwich.
The meeting concluded at 15.00
Chairman
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